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combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&" document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the international search

Diate of mailing of the international search report

il N

20 November, 2009 (20.11.09) 08 December, 2009 (08.12.09)
Name and mailing address of the ISA/ Authotized officer
Japanese Patent Office
Telephone No.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (April 2007)
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C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Category® Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to ¢laim No,
A JP 2007-282857 A (Olympus Medical Systems 1-10
Corp.) .,
01 November 2007 {(01.11.2007),
entire text; all drawings
& US 2009/0041320 al & EP 2008571 Al
& WO 2007/1192%6 Al & CN 101420897 A
A JP 2005-527253 A (Boston Scientifiec Ltd.), 1-10

15 September 2005
entire text;
& JP 2005-530556 A
US 200370062475 Al
Us 2005/0107669 Al
EP 1432342 A

WO 2003/030727 A2
CA 2466711 A

IL 0160480 D

R R

2 B

(15.09.2005%),
all drawings

Us
us
us
EF
WO
Ch
CN

2003/0069474 Al
2005/0065400 Al
2006/0293563 Al
1515637 A
2004/000107 A2
2469929 A
1553782 A
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
BCT/JP2009/067554
Box No. II Observations where certain ¢laims were found unsearchable (Continunation of item 2 of first sheet)

Thig international search report hag not been established in respect of certain ¢laims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2 D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the intemational application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be cartied cut, specifically:

3 D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

See extra sheet.

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2 As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3 I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees wete paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4 I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Comnsequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant*s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation,

|:| Mo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2007)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP2009/067554
Continuation ¢f Box No.ITI of continuation of first sheet (2)

The technical feature common to the inventions of claims 1-10 relate
to “an endeoscope system including: an endoscope having an imaging unit;
and z position settingunit which sets a position in an image of an object”
which is already disclcsed in Document presented in the International
Search Report, i.e., JP 3-165732 A (Clympus Optical Co., Ltd.), 17 July
1991 (17.07.1991), page 1, lower left column, line 18 to line 20, page
4, lower left column, line 12 to page 7, upper left column, line 18.
Accordingly, the common technical feature makes no contribution over
the prior art and cannot be a special technical feature. There exists
no one cor more of the same or corresponding other special technical
features.

Consequently, there is no technical zrelaticonship among those
inventicns invelwving one or more of the same or corresponding special
technical features. Therefore, the inventions are not so linked as to
form a single general inventive concept.

Form PCTASA/210 (gxtra sheet) (April 2007)
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